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Camps at risk 
are relocated

Q�Tents set up near oil wells are being removed by officialsQ�Making camps over high pressure gas lines puts campers’ lives at risk

EUROPEAN and Asian expatri-

ates are being urged to take part 

in Bahrain’s camping season.

Camping Service Centre head 

Mohammad Ebrahim Sisi told 

the GDN that all campers reg-

istered so far this season were 

either Bahrainis or GCC resi-

dents.

“There are currently no regis-

tered camp sites under Europe-

an or Asian names,” he said.

“I think the reason is that 

they think that they cannot reg-

ister for a site, but that is not 

true.

“Anyone with a valid CPR 

can register for a camp site.

“All they have to do is come 

to the Camping Service Centre 

and register.”

Mr Sisi explained that camp-

ing was a tradition that has been 

part of Bahraini culture for cen-

turies – and he was surprised 

that it had not become more of a 

tourism activity. People should 

come and try it out, he said.

“It is a unique experience in 

Bahrain that most expatriates 

don’t experience, which is a 

shame.

“We still have plenty of room 

and several spots in quieter ar-

eas,” said Mr Sisi.

“There are currently about 

700 to 800 sites left to choose 

from.”

Expats urged 
to take part 
in ‘tradition’

DOZENS of desert camp sites in the 
Sakhir camping grounds have been 
relocated by officials over health 
and safety fears.

More than 70 camp sites have been 
moved so far this season, after tents 
were pitched too close to high pressure 
pipelines, oil wells and hazardous gas 
zones, it was learnt. 

The GDN previously reported that 
the minimum safe distance from high 
pressure gas lines, which have the po-
tential to blow a truck 10 metres into 
the air, was 50 metres whereas there is 
a 200-metre exclusion zone around oil 
wells.

Camping Service Centre head Mo-
hammad Ebrahim Sisi told the GDN that 
1,087 camp sites had been registered so 

far, with space left for an additional 700 
to 800 sites.

“We have moved 74 camp sites to 
date that have been in violation of the 
assigned camp grounds,” he said.

“Those people near oil wells and high 
pressure pipes have been relocated.

“We are intensifying inspections and 
will certainly move if necessary — but 
overall this year there have been far less 
violations compared to last year.”

A rush of 400 new registrations for 
camp sites is expected to occur over the 
coming weeks, Mr Sisi said.

“Towards the end of January we usu-
ally see the largest rush of campers com-
ing in,” he asserted.

“Around 400 new registrations are ex-
pected to come in three weeks’ time, so 
we are preparing for that.

“We expect that the number of sound 
violations will increase when that hap-
pens, but this year we have inspections 
three times a day so that no one will have 
their sleep disturbed by loud music.”

Mr Sisi added that there were a num-
EHU� RI� FDPSHUV� YLRODWLQJ� WUDI¿F� ODZV�
with quad bikes and explained that the 
Camping Service Committee was dis-
cussing the implementation of new reg-
ulations regarding these vehicles.

“These type of bikes are meant to 
be driven off road and although we are 
ZRUNLQJ�FORVHO\�ZLWK�WKH�WUDI¿F�GLUHFWRU-
ate, it is a recurring problem,” he said.

“They are also ridden around at nights 

and are poorly lit, making them a hazard 
to other drivers as no one can see them 
clearly during nights.

“The committee is now working on a 
proposal to only allow registered quads 
on the camping grounds.

“The move will ensure that the riders 
ZRXOG�FDUU\�KLJK�YLVLELOLW\�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�
tags on their bikes so that people could 
easily report violators — those without 
such tags would be stopped immediately 
E\�WKH�WUDI¿F�SROLFH�

“This idea is still on cards, however, 
and it will probably be implemented 
during the next camping season,” he 
added. 

The kingdom’s camping season runs 
annually from November to March. 
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By AHMED AL OMARI

By SHAHLAA AHMED

A RECYCLING scheme has 
been launched in Manama in 
a bid to raise people’s aware-
ness of the importance of pro-
tecting the environment and 
saving energy.

The scheme is being or-
ganised by Bahrain Contract 
Cleaning Establishment (BCC) 
in co-operation with the Capi-
tal Trustees and aims to reduce 
waste taken to the Municipali-
ties and Urban Affairs Ministry 
ODQG¿OO�VLWH�LQ�$VNDU�

As part of the project, 50 re-
cycle bins were placed across 
Juffair and Seef – each divided 
into three sections for paper, 
plastic and aluminium items.

Recycling 
scheme  

launched

Q�Officials during the scheme’s launch with Mr Khozaae, seventh from left, Shaikh Mohammed, eighth from left and Mr Al Majid, ninth from left

Manama Municipality direc-
tor-general Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa launched the 
scheme at Al Andalus Garden in Gu-
daibiya, in the presence of Capital 

Trustees chairman Mohammed Al 
.KR]DDH�RWKHU�RI¿FLDOV�

“We started placing bins in shop-
ping malls, supermarkets and hotels in 
2012 but people did not take notice of 

it, while others said they would prefer 
it if they were placed on streets be-
cause they want them to be near the 
places they go to every day,” said BCC 
managing director Hameed Al Majid.

“Therefore, the company decided to 
take the scheme to another level and 
engage everyone in it.

“We urge the public to co-operate 
with us and use these boxes to spread 

awareness of the importance of taking 
care of our environment, which means 
better health and better future.”
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visit www.recyclebahrain.net.


